
 

Kia ora koutou, 

 

We really hope that you will take the time to share 

your thoughts about the new RDA Toolkit Beta 

with the New Zealand cataloguing community on 

the LIANZA CatSIG email list. Any resources you 

can share which will support your colleagues will 

be greatly appreciated! 

 

We also hope you enjoy reading about another 

project which used MarcEdit to create resource 

descriptions in an innovative way. As always, if 

you have an interesting project or an experience 

you’d like to share in the next issue, please get in 

touch. 

 

Stay warm, kia pai tō koutou rā! 
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LIANZA CatSIG news 
 
 

 

Professional Development Day 2018 

 

We’re looking forward to seeing you at our second Professional Development Day for 
Cataloguers on the 16th August at the National Library in Wellington. Registrations are now open 
for both in-person attendance and for the live stream!  
 
Our program will focus on the upcoming changes to RDA and because several members of the 
RDA Steering Committee (RSC) will be travelling to IFLA in Kuala Lumpur, we’ve been able to 
tempt them to travel a little further to speak to us. They will be sharing their expertise and 
experience with the IFLA Library Reference Model, Aggregates and Serials and the changes to 
the RDA Toolkit.  
 
 
Where: National Library of New Zealand, Wellington 
When: Thursday 16th August 2018, 8.30-4.30 
 
Costs  
 In person: $45 CatSIG, $50 LIANZA, $55 non-member 
 
 Live stream: $40 CatSIG, $45 LIANZA, $50 non-member 
 
 Recording access for 12 months (if you haven't already registered to attend in person or  
  the live stream) $35 CatSIG, $40 LIANZA, $45 non-member 
 
Morning and afternoon tea will be provided. 
 
To register: 
https://db.lianza.org.nz/database/event-calendar/catsig-professional-development-day/details/48  
 
Organisations can either do a bulk registration for their staff, or staff can register themselves and 
have the invoice addressed to the organisation. 
 

Questions, feedback, comments: catsigcommittee@gmail.com
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Our program:  

 

Presenters: 

 

 Gordon Dunsire, Independent Consultant, www.gordondunsire.com 

 

 Deborah Fritz, The MARC of Quality, www.marcofquality.com 

 

 Ebe Kartus,  RMIT University, www.rmit.edu.au/library 

 

 Anoushka McGuire, National Library of New Zealand, www.natlib.govt.nz 

 

 Catherine Amey, National Library of New Zealand, www.natlib.govt.nz 

 

 Chris Todd, Wellington City Libraries, www.wcl.govt.nz 
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Program Item Presenter 

LIANZA CatSIG AGM LIANZA CatSIG Committee 

Introducing the IFLA Library Reference Model Gordon Dunsire 

Morning tea  

Aggregates and Serials Deborah Fritz 

Lunch  

The new RDA : resource description in libraries 

and beyond 

Gordon Dunsire 

BIBFRAME and RDA Ebe Kartus 

Afternoon tea  

ORDAC and the RSC Anoushka McGuire, Catherine Amey, Chris 

Todd and Ebe Kartus 

RDA Toolkit demo and Q&A  



New Committee Members! 

 

Catherine Amey 

Tēnā tātou katoa. Nō Ingarangi ōku tūpuna, ko Primrose te maunga, ko 

Thames te awa, ko Paparoa te waka. I whānau tēnei Pākehā ki Taumarunui. 

Nōku te tino hōnore ki te hono ki te rōpū nei. Born in 

Taumarunui,  I’m  now the Authority Record Coordinator at Te Puna 

Mātauranga o Aotearoa, the National Library of New Zealand. I’m 

delighted that my job also includes cataloguing anything from 15th century 

incunabula to wall charts and picture books. Over the past few years I’ve 

been extremely privileged to do some support work for Te Whakakaokao, 

the group that creates Ngā Upoko Tukutuku, the Māori Subject Headings. 

 

It’s an fascinating time to be involved with authority work as there’s lots of 

change in the air, with the shift from ‘authority records’ to ‘identity management’. I’m also trying 

to get my head around the IFLA Library Reference Model, and concepts such as res and nomen. 

The new RDA Toolkit  promises some interesting challenges! 

 

When I’m not at work I enjoy vegan baking, volunteering at an animal sanctuary, and trying to 

learn te reo Māori.  

 

 

Kate Ayre 

Kia ora! I’m Kate and I’ve been working in metadata related 

roles since early 2015. Currently I am the Assistant Librarian at 

Parkyn Library, which is the in-house library for Whitecliffe 

College of Arts & Design. Cataloguing is one of my key roles 

and it can be very challenging in such a small, specialist 

environment! 

 

I graduated from Victoria with my MIS last September – in fact 

while I was at the LIANZA conference courtesy of a CatSIG 

sponsorship. I have been really fortunate in receiving support from CatSIG and so I hope that by 

being on the committee will enable me to pay-it-forward.  
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3R Project Sneak Peek Webinar 

 
Thank you again to everyone who registered for this webinar. The final number of registrations 
were 273, with 66 of those being from New Zealand.  
 
If you missed this webinar at the time, or want to watch it again now that we actually have access 
to the Beta Toolkit, the recording is still available at two locations, although a lot has changed 
between this preview and the release of the Beta: 
 
Google Drive:  
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gpXPyRjymk13l2j3nupf1pbNgCUFLoXF/view?usp=sharing  
Drop Box: 
https://www.dropbox.com/s/qhgcm3edht1kz92/3R%20Sneak%20Peak%20recording.mov?dl=0 
 
Please note: When you click on the link, you are taken to a preview only of the webinar.  To 
view the whole recording, you need to click on the ‘Download’ button in the top right corner, and 
then choose ‘Direct download’  It’s a fairly large file so will take a minute or two.  You should 
then be able view the whole recording of 1 hour.  
 

He tono mō ngā upoko hou! New terms 

needed!  
 

As many of you are aware, Ngā Upoko Tukutuku, the Māori Subject Headings Project (https://

natlib.govt.nz/nga-upoko-tukutuku/) is a bilingual thesaurus that offers a structured path to a 

Māori world view within library and archival cataloguing and description. With the publication of 

new resources relating to te Ao Māori, the thesaurus is continually developing and expanding.   

 

We are looking for your help here! Te Whakakaokao, the Māori Subject Headings Working 

Group meets 2-4 times a year to create new terms. Our next hui is in September 2018 and we 

need more requests. Please send potential new terms (even if you only have an English word for 

it), together with the details of the sources they came from to reo@dia.govt.nz 

 

To inspire you, here’s a couple of terms that were created at the most recent hui: 

 

Rāpoka – Sea lions  

The Māori name for female sea lions is Kake, for males it is Whakahao. 

Rāpoka is a generic name for all sea lions.  

 

Tumuaki – School principals 

Use in conjunction with the term for type of educational facility involved.  

 

Looking forward to seeing all your suggestions, 

Ngā kaimahi o Te Whakakaokao, the Māori Subject Headings Working Group  
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A task based approach to cataloguing digital 

music using Excel, MarcEdit and Alma 
By Richard Robertson, National Library 
 

The National Library often receives digital music releases (albums, EPs, singles) from record 
labels in batches. These batches can vary greatly in size, and when it is dozens or more, 
cataloguing in a one by one fashion can be time-consuming and less practical, even with the 
efficiencies of our normalisation rules in Alma.  
 
When I noticed a batch of 44 releases from a particular record label showed up, I saw an 
opportunity to try out a task based approach that could perhaps speed things up and at the same 
time I could learn more about MarcEdit.  
 
By a task based approach, I mean instead of cataloguing one release at a time and going through 
all the cataloguing decisions and tasks to create a single record, I’d complete the same task or a 
small group of tasks across all releases, and then move to the next task and so on. The theory 
being that doing the same task multiple times is more efficient than doing multiple tasks at the 
same-ish time. This approach is really made possible by being able to catalogue data into an 
Excel spreadsheet, along with Alma’s easy functionality to export and import records and 
MarcEdit’s awesome tools. 
 
 
The process 
 
I began with identifying the set of this particular record label’s 44 brief acquisitions records in 
Alma, and exporting the set as a MARC file. I then exported the MARC file to a CSV file using 
MarcEdit’s Export Tab Delimited Records tool. I opened the CSV file in Excel, and then saved 
the file to XLSX format, to make the working spreadsheet to catalogue into. The spreadsheet has 
a row for each record, and the columns act as record fields or subfields: 
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To start with I sorted the rows by the 245$c subfield column – roughly grouping releases by the 
same artist together. After seeing the rows sorted by 245$c subfield, I decided to start with a task 
to identify the name entries for creators involved with these releases. 
 
I inserted columns next to 245$c column for the appropriate 1XX and 7XX fields as needed. I 
searched for and identified name authorities and access points, and copied these to the 
appropriate 1XX or 7XX columns for each row. In this process I added 17 access points for 
creators. 
 
The next task was to confirm the title. For each row, I opened the archived resource from the link 
in the 856$u40 column and checked the cover image for the title, then changed the 245 subfields 
as required. Where there was no cover image title I used the file host (the website making the 
release available), in these cases I would open the link in the 856$u42 column for the file host, 
and used the title information from there. In a new 500$a column I then added a note identifying 
the source of title.  
 
As you can imagine it was important to close links after finishing a row to avoid getting 
confused! 
 
Additional columns needed to be added for those 5XX note fields that provide rich information 
about the people involved in a release, the nature of the music and other potentially useful notes:  

 500$a  -  Nature of the content 
 508$a  - Artistic and/or technical credits 
 511$a0\  -  Performers  
 518$a  -  Place and date of capture 
 500$a  -  Additional notes 

 
 
For each row I opened the archived resource and listened to the tracks. At the same time I opened 
the file host link to identify information relevant to the 508, 511 and 518 fields. For this 
particular label there was a lot of other additional useful information about the performers and 
other contributors, the recording location and date, as well as details of related physical releases, 
so this task took the longest. After listening to the music in the background, I added the “nature 
of content” note (e.g. Noise, experimental and drone music) which helps provide keyword access 
for users familiar with the subgenre. 
 
Finally, with each record having an 856$u42 field to the file host website, and that website 
including a track list in a structured format, I was able to web scrape this data using a custom 
Python script that also reformats it into the format we use for our 505 contents note. 
 
So now with the bulk of the cataloguing work done, the next step was converting it into 
MarcEdit’s MRK format using the Delimited Text Translator. This would allow for some further 
adjustments to the records. For the import process it was important to ensure the header row in 
the spreadsheet followed the correct field naming convention for each field e.g. ‘856$u40’.  This 
allowed the use of the auto-generate function that automatically maps the columns back to fields.  
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With the records back in MarcEdit, I used MarcEdit’s Managed Tasks functionality to build a 
customised task that would tidy up some of the data, add fields including the standard RDA fields 
for digital music, edit subfields and build new fields:

 

 

After running this task I asked a colleague to quality check the records, and then it was time to 
import them back into Alma.  
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In MarcEdit the MRK file is compiled back into a MARC file.  Then in Alma - using the 
appropriate import profile - it was easy to import the file and overlay the original brief 
acquisitions records by matching on bib record ID only. 
 
The final step was to open each record in Alma’s Metadata Editor and make a few manual 
changes to ensure the records were shared with OCLC and marked for inclusion in the New 
Zealand National Bibliography. This also gave me a chance to make a few other record-specific 
changes, such as adjusting compilations by multiple creators. Opening the records also gave me a 
chance to look out for MARC alerts that Alma displays when it discovers invalid coding - 
thankfully there were none! 
 
Overall, I think this little exploration has been a success. It was done a lot quicker than it would 
have taken me to catalogue the titles one by one. In addition it was great to advance my skills 
handling and manipulating metadata in a different ways and demonstrate that this approach has 
potential to be used elsewhere in our cataloguing workflows.  
  
 
 
 
 

Items in brief 
 

The June OLAC newsletter is available: http://olacinc.org/newsletter/june-2018-newsletter/

cover 

In particular for Music cataloguers, look out for the update about the New OCLC music toolkit 

for generating faceted music data—feedback is being sought. There is also a detailed review of 

the book Music description and access : solving the puzzle of cataloguing, by Jean Harden. 

 

 

Survey about Library of Congress Genre/Form Terms (LCGFT) - closes 6 July. Survey link:  

https://tcnj.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_25JLCXoQKm5Xoxv  

Any queries to Colin Bitter (bittercl@tcnj.edu) 

 

 

The lists have been very busy with information about the American Library Association 
(ALA) Annual Conference in New Orleans and most of this hasn’t been of direct relevance to 
New Zealand cataloguers. However, the Library of Congress has posted a report updating ALA 
on their activities since the ALA Midwinter meeting which is definitely worth a quick look. 
 
Of particular interest to cataloguers will be the section from the Library Services/Acquisitions 
and Bibliographic Access Directorate (ABA) which covers what’s happening with the 
BIBFRAME Initiative as well as summarises changes and updates to many of the Library of 
Congress standards and policy we rely on.  
 
Report: Update for 2018 ALA Annual Conference: January – May, 2018 https://www.loc.gov/

librarians/american-library-association/annual/lc-update/  
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RDA Toolkit Beta Site 
 

The editors of Catapult would like to thank the RSC (RDA Steering Committee) 
and the RDA co-publishers ALA Publishing, Facet Publishing and Canadian 
Federation of Library Associations/Fédération canadienne des associations de 
bibliothèques for their permission to include some screen captures in this notice 
- please do not re-use without permission. 
 
 
 
After much anticipation the RDA Toolkit Beta version is now available to view and explore for 
current subscribers, and for anyone curious who doesn't currently subscribe to the Toolkit you 
can sign up for a 30-day free trial if you want to be involved! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Once you log in you'll see that the look and feel have been completely reworked. Gone is the per-
sistent left-side menu with tabs, instead there is now a persistent top menu bar giving high level 
entry points 
 

 
Menu bar 
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link from within the current Toolkit 

http://www.rdatoolkit.org


 
Sample entity page - Work 
 
 
 
This site isn't ready to be used as a replacement for the current instructions, but it's a unique op-
portunity to be directly involved in the development of the replacement tool. What do you like? 
What is confusing? Little or big, every piece of feedback is useful in designing a website that is 
going to be a tool in daily use, so do take a look and get your comments in. 
 
 
Feedback can be given using the ‘Submit feedback’ button at the top right of each page, but 
please keep in mind the following: 

 while there is no intentional change in any of the content of RDA instructions it is 
important to remember that this is still a work-in-progress so some text may be in-
complete at this stage or may be shifted to a different page the next time you take a 
look 

 this is the basic structure of the new Toolkit but there are intended enhancements that 
aren't yet visible, such as the visual hierarchical representations shown in the pre-
launch webinars 

 policy statements (including LC-PCC PSs) aren't yet loaded into the beta version and 
won't be for awhile yet 

 
 
It would also be great to see some discussion of this on the LIANZA CatSIG email list (https://

ecs.victoria.ac.nz/mailman/listinfo.cgi/catsig) so we can support each other in our explorations. 

What are you excited about? What are you not sure about, or want to know more about? Lets 

talk!  
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Upcoming courses 
 

The Association for Library Collections & Technical Services, a division of the American 

Library Association (ALCTS) delivers a regular program of short courses and webinars and 

they generously make their paid-for webinars available free after six months. Check out their 

webinar archive http://www.ala.org/alcts/confevents/past/webinar and their YouTube channel for 

interesting and high-quality content.  

 

 

Library Juice Academy runs short, online courses on a number of library topics. In the coming 

months watch out for Beyond the basics : cataloguing DVDs, Blu-ray discs and streaming videos, 

Controlled vocabulary and taxonomy design, The politics of classification, Introduction to XML 

and Authority control http://libraryjuiceacademy.com/courses.php   

To get an idea of what the LJA online courses are like, have a look back at the June 2017 issue of 

Catapult which contains two short reviews of the course Beyond the Basics: Cataloguing DVDs, 

Blu-ray Discs, and Streaming Videos.  

 

 

Lyrasis have a number of online cataloguing and metadata courses on offer. Typically the classes 

have a cost, but they do offer regular free webinars as well. Keep an eye on their upcoming clas-

ses and events page: https://www.lyrasis.org/services/Pages/Classes.aspx  

 

 

OCLC Webjunction offers free online courses, covering a wide range of library interests:  

http://learn.webjunction.org/  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Library and Information Association of New Zealand 
Te Rau Herenga O Aotearoa  
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