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Cataloguing News 
 
CatSIG news 
 

Cataloguers’ Day 
 
The day incorporates a full programme of presentations and panel discussions covering 

subjects such as metadata management, integrating resources from one library to another, 

linked open data, remote working, Maori subject headings and the new Te Puna services. 

You can hear about new developments and ongoing projects, such as the use of linked open 

data at the Auckland Museum, and the work of Te Whakakaokao, the Maori Subject 

Headings Working Group.  Come along with questions and ideas, particularly for our panel 

discussions and Q&A on cataloguing remotely and the new Te Puna services. The day also 

begins with CatSIG’s AGM. 

If you want to learn, engage, be updated, participate and discuss your thoughts within the 

world of cataloguing, metadata and description, register to join in on Wednesday 12th 

October at the University of Auckland. This day is aimed at those working in collection 

description but is open to everyone, and should be useful and of interest to library students 

or those new in their library career, cataloguers and metadata librarians.  

The full programme with abstracts is available on the Lianza events webpage: 

http://www.lianza.org.nz/event/catsig-cataloguers-day-and-agm-october-2016 
 

Sponsorships are available:   

CatSIG members can apply to the Committee for a sponsorship which will cover 
registration and travel costs, the closing date is Tuesday 30th September. Please send 
applications to: catsigcommittee@gmail.com  
 

Hikuwai Cmmittee is offering 3 sponsorships worth $300 each covering expenses of 

registration, transport and accommodation in Auckland. This is open to staff who work in 

any libraries in Far North and Northland district (excluding Auckland). Closed on  18 

September 2016.  

Ikaroa Regional Committee is also offering to sponsors 2 people to attend.  This is open to 

all staff who work in any libraries in the Ikaroa Region.  The sponsorship would be up to 

$300 per person covering expenses of registration, transport and accommodation in 

Auckland.  Applications close on 24 September. 

Details: 

If you are a LIANZA member, you can register through the LIANZA website here:  
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http://db.lianza.org.nz/database/events//event/4 

 

If you are not a LIANZA member, please contact Jess Davidson (officeadmin@lianza.org) 

to register you manually.  

 

Where: University of Auckland, Kate Edger Information Commons, room 420 

When: Wednesday 12th October, 9am to 5pm 

Cost: $25.00 

Event contact: catsigcommittee@gmail.com 

Twitter: #CatSIG16  

 

AGM 
 
The CatSIG AGM will be held on Wednesday 12th October at the University of Auckland 
before the Cataloguers Day, 
 
Come along hear about the proposed changes to CatSIG terms of reference to incorporate 
CatSIG involvement in the RDA Steering Committee’s new Oceania region. 
 
The agenda, convenor’s and treasurer's reports will be available shortly. 
 

New committee members 
 
CatSIG is looking for a treasurer.  This role requires very little financial experience, as the 
LIANZA office deals with all the bills.  It involves signing off on invoices and dealing with 
reimbursements a couple of times a year and putting out the treasurers report which is 
complied from information provided by the LIANZA office. 

 

Cataloguing news from around NZ 
 

What’s up with RDA 

Report by Joanne Rowan 

On 25 August Deborah Fritz from The MARC of Quality gave  an interesting talk, “What's 

up with RDA?”, for Auckland cataloguers. It was an opportunity to find out where RDA is 

going. As a member of the JSC Aggregates Working Group and the JSC Technical Working 

Group, Deborah was able to give us some insights into the recent development from the 

RDA Steering Committee (RSC) and how they could affect us over the next couple of years.  

Some of the key points from the session: 

 RDA is not done, there are still many changes to come and some of them will be 
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radical, this will include changes to instructions and elements. 

 There have been some name changes  

 Committee of Principals for RDA now RDA board 

  http://www.rda-rsc.org/ 

 Joint Steering Committee for Developments of RDA now RDA Steering 

Committee 

 http://www.rda-rsc.org/ 

 The other change is in the structure of the RDA Steering Committee, now expanded 

into new geographic regions based on UNESCO groups.  What this means for us is that 

New Zealand has become part of the new Oceania region which includes Australia and 

the Pacific Islands. 

 CatSIG is in discussions with the Australian Committee on Cataloguing to become part 

of the Oceanic region (come to the AGM to find out more about this). 

 Working groups are now taking on a more important role in helping the RSC make 

informed decisions about changes to RDA. 

 It is proposed to consolidate FRBR, FRAD and FSAD into FRBR-LRM 

 http://www.ifla.org/node/10280 

 Key points 

 New entities, nomen, place and time span 

 Modelling bibliographic identities 

 Modelling aggregates (including serials) 

 Subject to be left to LCSH 

To find out more about the Toolkit redevelopment, RDA Registry, RIMS & BibFrame : 

Slides and Speaker’s notes: 

http://describenz.squarespace.com/rda-presentations-and-articles 
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Audio (because of technical issues we are missing the last 15 minutes on BibFrame): 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B_-J0mg6XPOwR0t5SWZSOTJrRDg/view 

 

Cataloguer profile 

Our cataloguer’s profile has been provided by Penny Bardenheier, Assistant Librarian – 

Metadata, Libraries and learning Services, The University of Auckland. 

Kia ora koutou. 

I work in a centralized team of ten cataloguers at the University of Auckland’s General 

Library. Each cataloguer is responsible for specific funds; however, if another cataloguer is 

away you may find yourself cataloguing topics not so familiar to you. This can be totally 

enlightening as my recent experience with Egyptian dynasties proved! My main 

responsible are the Education and German funds and if time allows, I also assist with the 

original cataloguing of maps. 

The General Library does have an education collection but the majority of my work is for 

the Sylvia Ashton-Warner Library at Epsom (part of the University of Auckland Libraries 

and Learning Services | Te Tumu Herenga) that serves the Faculty of Education and Social 

Work. The Library collections reflect all aspects of education, teacher education, classroom 

practice, social work and youth studies. 

 The resources ecompass a wide range of formats, one of which provided one of my most 

memorable original cataloguing challenges. In support of science education the Library 

purchased a set of ‘Living Puppets.’ Capturing Benny, Jasmin, Millie, Little Wizard and 

Granddad’s identity and educational value in a bibliographic record was great fun but also 

sometimes a little daunting. Each not so small puppet ‘shouted’ personality and woe betide 

if you made an error in their description. 

My day starts early as I try to avoid Auckland’s traffic congestion – not always successfully. 

First job is to check the trolley from Acquisitions as rush material takes priority, needing to 

be dispatched to the other University of Auckland Libraries. The Acquisitions trolley/s 

used to be laden with books but in recent years the number has markedly decreased as e-

resources become more prevalent. 

This change is reflected in the name change for our department from Cataloguing to 

Metadata as the emphasis on metadata management involves more and more of the day. 

For me this includes upgrading and loading the e-book and e-videos “packages” related to 

the education fund. What is not so evident is the amount of administration work required 

to resolve issues that can arise. Fortunately there is always a solution; it is just the time 

factor that can be frustrating.  

Original cataloguing and classification is about 20% of my work with the rest being copy 

cataloguing. An important aspect is adding value to the bibliographical records particularly 
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Māori and Pacific Island materials. To improve intellectual access it is our practice to add 

Ngā Upoko Tukutuku | Māori Subject Headings to all Māori resources and add content 

and/or abstract to all Pacific materials.  For the Sylvia Ashton-Warner Library this work 

is largely retrospective, and requires a good working relationship between the Library 

and myself. This is the case for any of the cataloguers in our team, working away from 

their collections. 

It is the “harmony” of our cataloguing team that makes my job a real pleasure. Everyone 

is willing to help out and any problem can be discussed openly and resolved because of 

teamwork! 

Metadata—Processing in a tertiary library 

 
Like any other product being packed and made ready for the consumer, in a library, 
books are checked, processed and made ready for the patron/reader to use. After a book 
is received, invoiced and catalogued, it has to go through the Processing Department 
before being sent to the shelves. 
 
So, what does Processing do?  
 
We take care of books! 
 
Processing checks that all print material is made ready to go to the shelves, with the 
appropriate labelling and covering on the material. Item records are updated on the 
library management system [Alma]. Relevant fields are completed, occasional errors in 
records corrected, and so on.  
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We process material for all the libraries in the University of Auckland library system, in a 
variety of formats, monograph [and some serials], theses, school journals, DVDs, maps and kits, 
this includes specific requirements, for some libraries.  
 
Such as: 

 Different classification systems and unique call numbers.  

 Start and end pages reinforced with book tape.  

 Some need date-slip while others only location stamps. 

 Spine labels in different positions or copy numbers not included on spine labels.  

 
We update the item details in the ‘item record’, check the correct title, copy numbers, notes, 
borrowing policy, number of pieces with the item, any inserts, volume/enumeration 
information, receiving date, are correct.  Then covering the book, add RFID tags, attaching and 
spine labels.  
 
Before the item is finally dispatched from Processing/Metadata, to the relevant collection, we 
make sure it is ‘available’ or ‘in transit’, so that the patron can see the correct status on the 
library catalogue! 
 
The variation makes the task quite interesting, and  it can sometimes be challenging to manage 
the different requirements. To make it easier, and keep it organised, we have documented a 
system user manual, and refer to this whenever there is a query. 
 
What else does Processing do? 
 
Something that no one else can do! We save money and ‘preserve’ books!  
 
We mend damaged items and send them to the Bindery, if the book is still being borrowed and 
required. For this, we have a specific manual to refer to. When sending items out to the Bindery, 
we have to make sure they go out with correct details and come back within a specific time 
period. We change the item status in the system to ‘cataloguing review’, or ‘book binding’ as 
applicable. 
 
When books come back from Bindery, they are checked, their status changed from ‘book 
binding’ to ‘in transit’, relabelled, checked for RFID and sent back to shelves. Records are 
maintained in an Excel spreadsheet.  

We also regularly checks of supplies that are required for processing. We use plastic covers, 
barcodes, journal boxes, pens, tapes, labels, etc, and we plan the budget for these once a year. 

 

A typical busy day in Processing  

 

 Rush books - reserved items, or material for Short Loan - require processed and 
dispatched urgently.  

 Theses to be processed.  

 Books waiting on shelves to be processed during the day. 
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The target, generally, is to process 30-45 per hour with a time limit of 2 minutes a book. 
Some books need to be sent out to other libraries, on a daily basis. We try to work over a 
good mix of items, as each ‘fund’ or location has specific requirements, and can take less 
or more time to process. Some books are processed in less than a minute, where as other 
items can take much longer, such as multi-media kits, or oversize items.  

In between, we sometimes have to deal with more ‘rush’ books, and DVDs for the Audio-
Visual Collection. These need to be dispatched immediately.  

Processed items for other libraries are taken down to the Inter Campus Library Delivery 
Service room, from where the delivery truck picks them up. 

By mid-day, we sometimes have done half a pile of books, with some other books waiting 
to be updated in the system. We check for cataloguing errors and also get queries from 
Lending or Metadata staff.  

We also receive items for re-processing, to change spine labels, edit a record, or to do 
mending and other tasks.  

 
History of Processing at our library 

 

An Electric Stylus with coloured ribbon tapes was used to create handwritten spine 
labels, until the advent of electric typewriter labels. We now use desktop printer/label 
machines. 

                     

           
Typewriter labels were used in the 1980s for spine labels. Before computers were 
introduced, the library used ‘card catalogues’. The changeover from card cataloguing to  
OPAC and other online cataloguing happened in the 1980’s. There was a pre-Christmas 
party to mark the memorable occasion, when the old card catalogue was put out of 
action! Some cataloguers were sad to see the old card catalogue go, to become history. 

In the early days, most of the writing was done manually. Fountain pen was used to write 
call numbers inside the books, on issue cards and pockets. The spine label was hand-
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written using an ‘Electric stylus’- where a colour tape was placed over the book spine, and 
the call number was “engraved” (or heat-set) onto it, through the removable tape.  

In 1997, at the time of the final demise of the card catalogue, a library assistant wrote a 
booklet In Loving Memory of the Catalogue. The changes and developments of 
Processing, and the Cataloguing staff changes were described in this book. It is now part of 
the Special Collections NZGC, in the University of Auckland General Library (Edwards, 
Joy, 1997).  

Some interesting features from that era-  

“It was a collection of millions of cards handwritten by librarians first, and typed on 
early manual typewriters. The catalogue died aged 101, at 1.15 pm. On 1st September 
1997.” (Edwards, Joy, 1997).  

As Joy remembers, when the catalogue was disposed of, it contained thousands of library 
work hours, so the staff were really sad to see it go.  

 

Processing and Binding was also called ‘the stick and stamp department’ in the old days!  
 
There is so much abundance of information to share here in Metadata-Processing.  
 
Then 
When Notis (pre 2000s) was in use, there were over 4 full time staff and a couple of part 
timers doing all the processing. With ALMA, we are currently down to 2 full time staff and 
1 temporary. The reason could be the gradual reduction of print material, along with a 
rapid increase in the amount of electronic material, plus more digitisation.  
 
To avoid RSI, we make a point of moving away from the computer. We can do physical 
processing, like sticking on labels, reinforcing book covers, covering the spine labels with 
clear labels, attaching date slips, stamping, or covering the dust covers with plastic, if 
required.  
 
Today (2016): 
With the advent of electronic media (e-books and databases), there is now less print 
material being purchased. As the University Library is a research based facility, students 
can now access their learning material online. It has been found that students now prefer 
to study on their own digital devices, and are reluctant to use print material. 
Consequently, the amount of books to be catalogued and processed has reduced 
significantly. Metadata staff  now spend significantly more time working on electronic 
records. 
 
Some interesting statistics: 

December 2006:   21658 items of print material were processed. 

 December 2015:   12258 items of print material were processed.  

(From Statistics, University of Auckland, 2015).  

 

Joy Edwards and Neeta Bedekar, University of Auckland, General Library, Libraries 
and Learning Services.  
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Items in brief  

A round-up of the latest articles, research and blog posts from the world of 

cataloguing  

From: Library workflow exchange (posted 26 July 2016) 

Best Practices for Cataloging Video Games Using RDA and MARC21 

 

http://www.libraryworkflowexchange.org/2016/07/26/best-practices-for-cataloging-

video-games-using-rda-and-marc21 

 

From: Library Workflow Exchange (posted 7th July 2016)  
“Streaming Video Cataloguing”   
 
http://www.libraryworkflowexchange.org/2016/07/07/streaming-video-cataloguing/ 
 
From: Library workflow exchange (posted 6 July 2016) 

OLAC’s Best Practices for Cataloging Streaming Media Using RDA and MARC21 

 

http://www.libraryworkflowexchange.org/2016/07/06/olacs-best-practices-for-

cataloging-streaming-media-using-rda-and-marc21 

 

From: Library workflow exchange (posted 5 July 2016) 

Videos–Cataloging (RDA) 

 

http://www.libraryworkflowexchange.org/2016/07/05/videos-cataloging-rda/ 

 

Blogs 

Coyle’s InFormation 

From:  Coyle’s InFormation (posted 20th June) 

Catalog and Context, Part I 

 

http://kcoyle.blogspot.co.nz/2016/06/catalog-and-context-part-i.html 

 

From:  Coyle’s InFormation (posted 20th June) 

Catalog and Context, Part II 

 

http://kcoyle.blogspot.co.nz/2016/06/catalog-and-context-part-ii.html 

 

From:  Coyle’s InFormation (posted 23rd June) 

Catalog and Context, Part III 
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http://kcoyle.blogspot.co.nz/2016/06/catalog-and-context-part-iii.html 

 

From:  Coyle’s InFormation (posted 29th June) 

Catalog and Context, Part IV 

 

http://kcoyle.blogspot.co.nz/2016/06/catalog-and-context-part-iv.html 

 

From:  Coyle’s InFormation (posted 10th July) 

Catalog and Context: Part V 

 

http://kcoyle.blogspot.co.nz/2016_07_01_archive.html 

 
OCLC Research posts 
 
From: OCLC Research (posted  11 July) 
Linked Data Survey Results analyzed in new article 
 
http://www.oclc.org/research/news/2016/07-11.html 
 
hangingtogether.org 
 
From:  hangingtogether.org (posted 6th June) 

“Ground Truthing” MARC 

http://hangingtogether.org/?p=5648 

Planet Cataloging 

 

From: Planet Cataloging (posted 9th Sept) 

RDA-L “founded corporate body” now three wordy RDs 

http://blog.jweinheimer.net/2016/09/rda-l-founded-corporate-body-now-three-wordy-

rds.html 

Digital Preservation 

 

From: Digital Preservation (posted 4th August) 

The NEH “Chronicling America” Challenge: Using Big Data to Ask Big Questions 
 
http://blogs.loc.gov/digitalpreservation/2016/08/ 
 
Constructive Summer 
 

From: Constructive Summer: building the unified library scene (posted 8th August) 

Oh what a wonder, oh what a waste 
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Journals and newsletters 
 
From: CILIP (UK) Cataloguing and Indexing 
Group news 
 
“Catalogue and Index Issue 183”   
This issue will be of special interest to those of you cataloguing rare books and archival 

material. It features papers that were given at the CIG Scotland hosted international 

seminar on RDA and rare materials, that was held in conjunction with members of the 

Association of College & Research Libraries’ Rare Books and Manuscripts Section 

(RBMS), the European RDA Interest Group (EURIG), the CILIP Rare Books and 

Special Collections Group (RBSCG), the CILIP Cataloguing & Indexing Group (CIG), 

IFLA and RSC and took place on November 6, 2015 in Edinburgh, Scotland.   

Especially: 

 

RDA & Descriptive Cataloging of Rare Materials: Developing Policy Statements for 

Special Collections Resources /Francis Lapka, Yale Center for British Art & Audrey 

Pearson, Beinecke Library, Yale University. 

 

RDA and Rare Books Cataloguing at the University of Edinburgh /Alasdair MacDonald 

and Elizabeth Quarmby Lawrence, University of Edinburgh. 

 

Something Old, Something New: Rare Books and RDA / Josie Caplehorne and Rachel 

Dickinson, University of Kent. 

 

http://www.cilip.org.uk/sites/default/files/documents/

catalogue_and_index_issue_183_june_2016.pdf 

 

From: Cataloging & Classification Quarterly 

 

Some recent articles include. 

 

Volume 54, Issue 5-6, 2016  

This special issue also focusses on rare material cataloguing, 

including: 

ISBD and DCRM into RDA: An Opportunity for Convergence? 

Todd Fell & Francis Lapka 

Pages: 282-291  

 

How Can We Achieve GLAM? Understanding and Overcoming the Challenges to 
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Integrating Metadata across Museums, Archives, and Libraries: Part 2 

David Farneth 

Pages: 292-304  

 

RDA and Rare Materials at the National Library of Spain 

Adelaida Caro Martín & Roberto Gómez Prada 

Pages: 305-316  

 

The Rare Books Catalog and the Scholarly Database 

Anne Welsh 

Pages: 317-337  

 

RDA as a New Starting Point for International Cooperation: Retrospective National 

Bibliographies and Medieval Manuscripts 

Claudia Fabian 

Pages: 338-349  

 

http://catalogingandclassificationquarterly.com/ccq54nr5-6.html 

 

From: D-Lib Magazine 
 

Analysis of International Linked Data Survey for Implementers  

Article by Karen Smith-Yoshimura, OCLC Research 

 

http://www.dlib.org/dlib/july16/smith-yoshimura/07smith-yoshimura.html 

 

From: Library resources and technical services  

 

Vol 60, No 3 (2016) 

Survey of Classification and Organization of Videorecordings 

By Barbara Bergman, Jessica Schomberg,, Dorie Kurtz 

 

https://journals.ala.org/lrts/article/view/6037 

 

From: Technical Services Quarterly  

 

Volume 33, Issue 3 

Includes 3 interesting articles about e-book management  

 

Involving subject librarians in batchloading 

Nancy M. Poehlmann & Christian H. Poehlmann 

Pages: 227-239 |  
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Developing workflows for short-term loans of ebooks as an adjunct to ILL: Part one 

Bethany B. Sewell & Forrest E. Link 

Pages: 240-250  

 

Ebook record management at The University of Texas at Dallas 

Mingyu Chen, Misu Kim & Debbie Montgomery 

Pages: 251-267  

 

http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/wtsq20/33/3?nav=tocList 

 

Conferences and courses  

Lyrasis have a number of online cataloguing 

and metadata courses on offer. Some classes 

may not have upcoming scheduled events, but 

they can be requested by contacting their Member Support. Courses include. 

The Bibliographic Framework Initiative (BIBFRAME): Data Model and 

Development (Live online course; Instructor: Rebecca Guenther) 

21 September 

https://www.lyrasis.org/Pages/EventDetail.aspx?Eid=6651CA2B-C958-E611-80CF-

00155D0A8824 

Introduction to Dublin Core Metadata (2 hour live online class; instructor: Leigh 

Grinstead) 

11 October 

https://www.lyrasis.org/Pages/EventDetail.aspx?Eid=D0A6A597-4850-E611-80CF-

00155D0A8824 

 

Introduction to Preservation Metadata (2 hour live online class; instructor: 

Rebecca Guenther) 

12 October 

 

https://www.lyrasis.org/Pages/EventDetail.aspx?Eid=E1E06363-C958-E611-80CF-

00155D0A8824 

 

Advanced Preservation Metadata: How to Make it Happen  (2 hour live online 

classes; instructor Rebecca Guenther) 

19 October 

 

https://www.lyrasis.org/Pages/EventDetail.aspx?Eid=805B9608-CA58-E611-80CF-

00155D0A8824 
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Metadata for Digitization and Preservation (2 2 hour live online class; Rebecca 

Guenther) 

1 November 

 

https://www.lyrasis.org/Pages/EventDetail.aspx?Eid=9DD87AD0-CC58-E611-80CF-

00155D0A8824 

 

OCLC Webjunction also offers online courses.    

http://learn.webjunction.org/ 
 
ALCTS (Association for Library Collections & Technical Services, a 

division of the American Library Association)  

ALCTS have a Webinar Archive , available at no cost 6 months after 

the original presentation and a YouTube channel.  

UKSG offers free webinars, but you do need to register. 

http://www.uksg.org/webinars/#2016webinars 

 
Library Juice Academy 
 
Introduction to the Semantic Web (Online class; Instructor: Robert Chavez) 

2-28 October 

http://libraryjuiceacademy.com/020-intro-semantic-web.php 

Introduction to Library Classification in Dewey and LC (Online class, instuructor 
Catelynne Sahadath) 
 
7th Nov.-16 Dec. 
 
http://libraryjuiceacademy.com/124-classification.php 
 
Ontologies and Linked Data  (Online class; Instructor: Robert Chavez) 

An expansion of the Introduction to the Semantic web course 
 
5-30 December 
 
http://libraryjuiceacademy.com/054-ontologies-linked.php 
 
Introduction to RDA  (Online couse; Instructor Melissa Adler) 
 
http://libraryjuiceacademy.com/012-intro-RDA.php 
 
6th Feb.-3 Mar, 2017 
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New Zealand & Australian Conferences  
 
Upcoming events run by the different SIGs in NZ and conferences in Australia 
 
October 
 
Te Upoko o te Ika a Maui Weekend School 
29-30 October 
Wellington 
 
http://www.lianza.org.nz/event/save-date-te-upoko-o-te-ika-maui-weekend-school 
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