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This is the first issue for 2017, and the first issue brought to you by your new Catapult editors.
The subject for this edition is Change, which
is constantly with us, and very much a part of
the library environment. So we have some library stories of changing systems, new environments, and the story of a dramatic start to
changes in family life for a well-known cataloguer in Whitianga, Charlotte Christenson.
We hope you enjoy reading the stories and following the links. Comments and contributions
for the next issue (June 2017) are very welcome.
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Cataloguing News
CatSIG news
ORDAC representatives (Oceania Resource Description and Access Committee)
Thank you to everyone who put in an expression of interest for the position of CatSIG
representative on the ORDAC committee. This is a relatively new initiative for the
committee. It has arisen from the Australian Committee on Cataloguing (ACOC) who have
extended an invitation to New Zealand and other Pacific islands to share in the governance
responsibilities for the RDA Steering Committee beyond the US and UK.
We are pleased to welcome Chris Todd (Wellington City Libraries) and Anoushka McGuire
(National Library), both of whom have a keen interest and experience already in RDA and its
functions.
Sponsorship for cataloguing courses
As usual CatSIG will be offering sponsorship for one or two people to do the Open
Polytechnic cataloguing paper in the 2nd half of the year along with sponsoring for one
person to attend the LIANZA conference. Look out for these offers of sponsorship over the
next couple of months and put in an application.
This year we are also offering sponsorship to an online cataloguing course offered by Library
Juice Academy. If you want to gain some more experience cataloguing DVDs, Blu-ray discs,
and Streaming Videos this course might be for you. CatSIG is offering to sponsor one person
to do the following cataloguing course.
Beyond the Basics: Cataloging DVDs, Blu-ray discs, and Streaming Videos offer by Library
Juice
Dates: May 1st to 26th, 2017
This course is designed to help those with basic cataloguing experience become comfortable
cataloguing more challenging formats. Participants will learn how to catalogue motion
pictures on DVDs, Blu-ray discs, and streaming formats in RDA and MARC through lots of
hands-on practice including learning to identify the preferred sources of information to use
when determining titles and statements of responsibility, how to handle multiple production
companies, distributors, and dates frequently found on these resources, how to determine
authorized and variant access points, and how to create accurate physical descriptions that
reflect new fields added under RDA.
Participants will also learn the primary differences between RDA and AACR2 for audiovisual resources so that they can effectively copy catalogue and enrich existing records.
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Course Objectives:
Understand how cataloguing audio-visual resources differs from cataloguing other
formats.
Learn how to use and format all necessary fixed and variable fields to create full MARC
records for DVDs, Blu-ray, and Streaming video resources.
Understand the challenges in classifying audio-visual resources and the most common
ways to address these challenges
Be familiar with frequently applied Library of Congress Subject Headings (LCSH) and
Library of Congress Genre/Form Terms (LCGFT) for audio-visual resources.
Course Structure
This is an online class that is taught asynchronously, meaning that participants do the work
on their own time as their schedules allow. The class does not meet together at any
particular times, although the instructor may set up optional synchronous chat sessions.
Instruction includes readings and assignments in one-week segments. Class participation is
in an online forum environment.
To apply, please write a brief outline of your background and work experience, and how
completing the cataloguing paper would benefit you professionally, no more than 1-2
paragraphs.
The closing date for applications for sponsorship is Friday 7th April, 2017.
Please email applications and enquiries to catsigcommittee@gmail.com
Joanne Rowan
Convenor
CatSIG

Page 4

Catapult

Meet your Committee:
Our Convenor continues to be Joanne Rowan, from the University of Auckland:
I am the Serials cataloguer at the University. I have been working
here since 2003. I deal with serials in all formats, doing original
and copy cataloguing as well as maintenance work to
bibliographic and holdings records. A large amount of my time in
recent years has been occupied by project work as the nature of
library collections change from an emphasis on print to an
emphasis on electronic material. With print material being
moved to storage.
I have been part of the committee since 2008. It has been a great
experience, helping to enrich the New Zealand cataloguing
community through the training and sponsorship we have been
able to provide.
Our Treasurer is Sue McMillan, from Auckland Libraries:
Hi, I am the team leader for Cataloguing and
Discovery at Auckland Libraries. I have been
in this role for 3 years after spending most of
my working life at North Shore Libraries in a
variety of roles. Cataloguing has always been
an important part of my life. I love the
challenges involved and the fact that I learn
something new every day. Although Auckland
Libraries outsources a large amount of
cataloguing, we still have a team of 14
cataloguers working on all sorts of material. I
enjoy working on projects and being able to
make a change. Auckland Libraries still has work to do aligning our collections and updating
our standards. It is just over two years since we moved in together at Central Library and we
have made huge progress. We have just finished our RDA standard for monographs and are
working on a standard for serials, to be followed by one for non-book material. I have found
one of the most enjoyable aspects of my job is learning with other cataloguers at Auckland
Libraries as we move forward, but also sharing knowledge with other cataloguers around
New Zealand.
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Our Secretary is Tamsyn Bayliss, from the Auckland War Memorial Museum Library:
I’m the only ‘Cataloguer, Published collections’ at Auckland Museum
Library, mainly working with books and pamphlets and LoC
classification within our publications team, and alongside colleagues
who catalogue and digitise our unpublished material.
Us published folk work in Inmagic Genie, and our records join the
documentary heritage records in Inmagic Presto. Together we greet
our Museum object record compadres from Vernon CMS in the linked
open-data Collections Online, and hoorah: a cross-collections
catalogue party commences. I’m fairly generalist in my cataloguing
knowledge, with an interest in rare books cataloguing.
I completed a MA in Library and Info Management in Loughborough,
UK, and worked at the Courtauld Gallery and National Portrait Gallery
libraries in London before heading off on an antipodean adventure. Lo
and behold I am now a Westie (of the Auckland variety), and enjoying
the city/outdoors/super-public-libraries mix

We have three Committee members:
Anoushka McGuire from the National Library of New Zealand:
Kia ora! I am the team leader of one of the three
cataloguing teams at the National Library of New
Zealand (we have two monograph teams and a
serials team). We catalogue a wide variety of
resources in many different formats for the National
Bibliography, the Alexander Turnbull Library
collections, the National Library’s general
collections and for the Services to Schools
collection.
Since the last time I introduced myself I’ve been
heavily involved in learning new skills for managing
descriptive metadata in bulk (thanks to Alma),
keeping an eye on BIBFRAME and, since becoming
one of CatSIG’s ORDAC representatives, getting to
grips with the upcoming changes in RDA.
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Marilyn Edwards from Victoria University of Wellington:
I am one of 3 Metadata Librarians at Victoria University of
Wellington. With the Systems Librarian and 2 assistant
librarians, we work as the Discovery Team to manage and make
visible the print and electronic resources of the library and the
research output of the university, particularly Masters and
Doctoral theses. Theses are submitted in both print and digital
versions, with the digital versions added to the institutional
archive, the ResearchArchive.
We work as part of the Library Technology Services Team, an
evolution over the past 10 years as technology has become such
a significant part of the library landscape. A major part of our
work is managing large electronic packages of ebooks and keeping up to date with
developments as vendors introduce new systems for the management of books online,
change collection parameters and swap platforms amongst themselves.
Being part of the CatSIG committee for me is a chance to be part of the wider library
community, a small working group making a space where cataloguers in New Zealand
can gather, in workshops or online, to learn and talk together. Being part of this
committee means that I am often forced to raise my head from the detail of daily work
and think about the bigger picture!
Becky Dames from Lincoln University:
Kia ora koutou, I am the only “cataloguer” at Lincoln
University (working almost exclusively in print books)
which is awesome because I get to do things my way, and
less awesome because I have to make all the decisions;
which is why I love the Cataloguer’s Email List so much.
I completed my MLIM in Adelaide and I am a proud
graduate of LIANZA Kotuku 2016. At Lincoln we work in
Alma with LoC call numbers, and a large volume of shelfready titles. I’m not sure I’d consider myself an expert at any one cataloguing thing, but
feel free to ask me questions and we can hunt for the answer together.
When I’m not dreaming of 330 fields and cutter numbers, I love to read (duh), quilt,
cross-stitch, and I’m also a bit of a SuperWhoLock fangirl. I hope to see lots of you at
LIANZA events around the country. Noho ora mai.
If you’d like to get in touch, or are interested in joining the Committee, please email us!
catsigcommittee@gmail.com.
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Cataloguer profile
My name is Christina Allen and I work in the Serials Cataloguing Team at the National
Library of New Zealand, in Wellington. We’re a team of nine; responsible for all of the
original cataloguing of periodicals, newspapers, websites and monos-in series published in
New Zealand, or which otherwise fit the National Library scope for collection.
Before joining the Serials Team in late 2014 my experience with hands-on cataloguing was
almost entirely comprised from a valuable start at the VUW library where I was Metadata
Assistant to the Cataloguing Librarians. This period involved cataloguing theses as they were
ingested in the Research Archive, internal wiki editing and learning how essential metadata
was to be able to find anything. The National Library gave me six months of supportive onthe-job training where I felt at the end of
it all that I had learnt an entirely new
language! Understanding MARC fields
while learning to apply and speak in RDA
at the same time as conceptualizing it all
in FRBR has been a learning curve. I have
a passing knowledge of AACR2, having
come in on the cusp of the changeover to
RDA but have never catalogued in the
older style, nor completely understood the
AACR2 speaking conventions like ‘main
entry’.
Change dominates the work of the Serials
Team. Serials are constantly changing
their title, their publisher, frequency or
designation and those changes lead us to
update the existing records or create
entirely new ones. The same records
might need to be revisited multiple times
in order to keep them current as
relationships change. Sometimes, it can
involve quite a bit of detective work to figure the changes out.
The majority of my work week will involve original cataloguing of online and print
periodicals and monos-in series using Alma, our new LMS. Three months in and Alma’s
implementation has changed and streamlined our cataloguing workflow. Instead of using a
number of excel spreadsheets we have been able to use the public sets feature to collate and
access current material for cataloguing. The option to assign records between
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Cataloguer profile
cataloguers instead of having to email all the details has been a nifty time-saver too! The
Serials team is anticipating welcoming wifi access in the National Library and Turnbull
basements in the near future. IPads will bring the ability to update complicated records
on the spot! Visiting the basements is one of the more awesome perks of my role. Before
we can proceed with updating a print record, we might have to pop downstairs to check
in person how the frequency has varied over a publication’s life time. I can’t imagine
losing my enthusiasm when I get to browse the shelves of the nation’s entire collected
and published knowledge!
During the week I’ll also spend half a day creating and editing name authority records for
inclusion in the LC Name Authority file. This involves checking and double checking any
and all potential publications that an author may be associated with in OCLC WorldCat to
confirm the appropriate unique name heading that needs creating or editing. Currently,
I’m also spending two afternoons a week cataloguing for the monographs team, helping
with their backlog. We also have a brand new non-cataloguing related internal
recordkeeping system, Cohesion, which has been introduced across all of the Department
of Internal Affairs, of which National Library is a part.
Working at the National Library has a lot of appeal. Flexible hours and women’s showers
help this non-early-bird bike to work each day. Then there’s the exposure to rare and
precious items belonging in the Alexander Turnbull Collections as well as the latest
publications coming into the National Library Collections. The diverse library community
here includes conservators, digital archivists and experts in Te Reo and Māori history. At
some point this year I will be joining a work group with one of these digital experts to
learn the basics of Python computer programming. Almost every week there may be an
open discussion for anyone to attend, anything from a discussion of the latest digital tools
for supporting linked open data to how the Alexander Turnbull description team went
about describing and tracking the relationships of a particular donation of assorted
records.
I don’t think I’ve ever not learnt something new each day as a cataloguer and the Senior
Librarians on the team can attest that this is an ongoing experience. It’s a well-known
serials joke that the difference between a serials cataloguer and a serial killer is that only
one follows a pattern, but it is so applicable to the constant unique problem solving each
day involves. It is this problem solving, variety and nature of serials’ ever changing status
which make them so interesting and enjoyable to work with.
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Kōtuku17
Kōtuku is the LIANZA Emerging Leaders
Programme. It focusses on developing leadership
capabilities in people in all levels and positions
within libraries – not just managers. It starts with a
two-day residential camp in Wellington, and goes
on for about eight months of online readings,
discussions, reflective activities, web conferences,
and meetings.
I’m a cataloguer and general-purpose librarian at
Ara Institute of Canterbury. I’ve been there eight
years now, and have worked in most areas of the library. We mostly do copy-cataloguing,
with (very) occasional original work, and a lot of catalogue maintenance. One of our main
focusses is modifying and adding to copied records to facilitate keyword searching. I also
work is library systems administration (wish me luck for our system upgrade this
weekend!), and with electronic resources.
I’m part of the 2017 cohort, the third for the programme. There’s seven of us from around
the country, from all sorts of libraries. It was great to meet such an interesting and excited
group of librarians – I can get a bit bogged down in our day-to-day work, that it was lovely
to get the enthusiasm back. Camp was fun – hard work, but fun. I don’t think I’ve ever
‘reflected’ as much as I did in those two days.
The first topic for the year is Self-management – Self awareness, emotional intelligence,
time management, and stress management. Again, lots of reflection – on my preferences,
my behaviour, and my professional practice. While the programme is aimed at helping us
become better leaders, much of the information can be applied to working with library
users, families, and outside interests as well – some of it would have come in handy when I
was librarian for my local embroiderers’ guild.
According to my course notes, we’re going
to cover a huge range of topics over the
year – I’ll keep you posted. In the
meantime, if you’d like a quick look at
leadership, what it means and how you can
be a leader, check out LIANZA’s online
Introduction to Leadership course: http://
www.onlinecpd.co.nz/course-providers/
lianza/show/20
Claire Brocklehurst
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The future of cataloguing?
One of CatSIG’s favourite cataloguers, Charlotte Christensen, has given birth to a
beautiful baby boy in rather exciting circumstances. Baby Nathan was nearly born in a
helicopter following a mad dash across the Coromandel Peninsula on a very dark and
stormy night.
Many of you will know Charlotte as the cataloguer who spoke so passionately at the
Cataloguer’s Day last year.
Full article here: http://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/news/article.cfm?
c_id=1&objectid=11815000

-

Baby Nathan Christensen's arrival coincided with flooding that forced his mum into a mid
air dash. Photo/Belinda Feek nzherald.co.nz

From everyone on the CatSIG Committee, we wish this family all the
best as they get to know their newest (adorable) member.
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Cataloguing at a Auckland Grammar School – changes to
Dewey train young minds and make pencil and paper
less necessary.
At our large state secondary school the library has collection of approximately 22,000 items
excluding periodicals and a small ebook collection. About 1,700 items are added to the
catalogue each year and this does not include periodicals and ebooks.
Cataloguing is mainly copy cataloguing, downloading records from the SCIS database, with
some original cataloguing.
Our cataloguing procedures are conservative following RDA rules, we use the abridged
Dewey Decimal classification and SCIS subject authority.
To suit local conditions, our policy is to, where possible, limit the classification number to a
maximum of three decimal places. We do this for the following reasons.
Books may quite often ‘stand alone’ on the shelves. For example Silver linings in the long
white cloud by Chris Dodds is downloaded from SCIS with the biography subdivision as
158.1092. The classification number was changed to 158.1 and the book is shelved along
with the other books on this subject.
Ease of access. Books on myths and legends are classified as 398.2 and the geographic
subdivision is not added to the classification. For example Asian folk tales by Wendy
Sheahan is downloaded as 398.2095 which is truncated to 398.2. Students looking for
myths and legends can browse the shelves easily and if a student wants a book on myths and
legends from a specific country, a search of the library catalogue using relevant subject
headings will give them that result.
Ease of shelving. The shelving is done by library monitors and the greater the number of
decimal places the greater the chances of an item being mis-shelved. For example books
about Rap and Hip hop are downloaded from SCIS with the classification number
782.421649. After doing some research and looking at what other libraries are doing the
classification number has been changed to 781.649 for Rap and Hip hop.
The koru has meaning. The koru spine label is attached to a book to signify a New Zealand
author or New Zealand content. So if possible we do not use the New Zealand geographic
subdivision. For example New Zealand’s engineering heritage by Matthew Wright is

Page 12

Catapult

downloaded as 620.00993. In a collection area comprising very few books with this
number, the classification number is truncated to 620 and with the koru attached to the
spine the New Zealand geographic location number is not required. We cannot omit the
geographic location subdivision entirely though, as in classification numbers such as art we
do follow the geographic treatment and New Zealand painters are classified as 759.993,
with a koru attached to the book spine.
We do not truncate classification numbers ill-advisedly and to the detriment of locating a
book on the shelf. For example a book on gorillas is classified as 599.884, not just as 599
or 599.8.
Following the ‘less is more’ approach we are careful to retain the integrity of the Dewey
decimal system when we truncate numbers. Numbers are carefully checked against the
abridged Dewey manual and records from large public libraries. To achieve consistency
the relevant number in the Dewey manual is annotated with the correct procedure for the
specific number. All classification numbers are followed by a cutter number.
This initiative has assisted the students’ ability to retain classification numbers and
therefore easily locate the books on the shelves. (The logical system of pen and paper by
the OPAC routinely failed due to the continual disappearance of the secured pens and
paper).
Anne McLean , Librarian

(This is how the editors choose to picture this high school
library, missing pens by the OPACs and everything—Melk
Abbey Library, Wikimedia Commons)
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Ngā Upoko Tukutuku (Māori subject headings) workshop
On Tuesday 14 Februrary I was privileged to participate in a workshop on Ngā Upoko
Tukutuku (Māori subject headings). The workshop was organised by LIANZA, and held at
Waiwhetu marae, with faciliator Rukuwai Jury (Ngā Puhi, Ngāti Kahungunu)(University of
Auckland) and trainers Raewyn Paewai (Rangitāne, Te Arawa)(Auckland Libraries) and
Catherine Amey (National Library of N.Z.).
The training was divided into two parts: Te Aō Māori (the Māori world view) and Te Aō
Hurihuri (the ever changing world). The first part covered aspects of the Māori view of the
world, the marae and the background to the creation of the Māori subject headings. The
second part included hands-on practice locating terms and assigning subject headings to
material.
Ngā Upoko Tukutuku has developed by bringing together the two worlds of Te Aō Māori and
cataloguing, while maintaining the integrity of both. It is sponsored by the National Library
of New Zealand, LIANZA and Te Rōpū Whakahau. One representative for each of these
sponsors forms the Governance Group, which oversees the project. A working group meets
regularly to add and update headings.
The work began in 1998 and the Iwi/Hapū names list was produced in 2004. This list is
published on the National Library website at https://natlib.govt.nz/iwi-hapu-names. Ngā
Upoko Tukutuku is the next stage in providing better access for Māori information.
Two concepts that are particularly relevant are whakapapa and the whare. Everything has
whakapapa (genealogy), so it makes sense that terms and concepts in Ngā Upoko Tukutuku
are related to each other in a tree-like structure. The other model is the whare, where each
part of the building is connected to other parts. These models are used in the construction of
the thesaurus.
The thesaurus is built around 21 top terms, such as Tāngata (people), Mātauranga
(knowledge), and Taiao (environment). It generally does not include most named entities,
such as corporate bodies, places, or people. As you would expect in a thesaurus, there are
links to related, broader and narrower terms, and scope notes.
When assigning headings, ALL headings are coded in MARC as 650 _7 with a subfield 2 “reo”
e.g.
650 _7 |aKākahu|2reo
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The full thesaurus is available online at http://natlib.govt.nz/nga-upoko-tukutuku.
I came away from the day with a greater understanding of how the thesaurus has been
put together, and how it might be used for New Zealand material.
I’d recommend this workshop for cataloguers and front-line staff to gain confidence in
referencing and utilising Ngā Upoko Tukutuku – Māori Subject Headings.
Ruth Lewis
Kōtui Application Specialist
National Library of New Zealand = Te Puna Mātauranga o Aotearoa
ruth.lewis2@dia.govt.nz
Editor’s note:
If you would like to make a change in your library and begin using more Māori in your
everyday interactions then we recommend the LIANZA Māori greetings and
signoffs for letters and emails. I personally keep a laminated copy on my desk at all
times. Kia pai tō koutou rā!
http://www.lianza.org.nz/m%C4%81ori-greetings-and-signoffs-letters-and-emails
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A selection of blog posts, mostly with a cataloguing theme
Library Link of the Day – March 2017
http://www.tk421.net/librarylink/2017/03.html
including...
Are library vendors a necessary evil?
https://medium.com/@hubbard/are-library-vendors-a-necessary-evila58dfd7a7c84#.2x81whvv9

'Vile' and 'disturbing?' book OK'd for high school
http://www.jsonline.com/story/news/education/2017/03/01/vile-and-disturbingbook-oked-high-school/98546744/
The monk who saves manuscripts from ISIS
https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2017/02/the-monk-who-savesmanuscripts-from-isis/517611/

RDA Blog – very comprehensive, including a BIBFRAME page
https://resourcedescriptionandaccess.blogspot.co.nz/
Bibframe Blog
http://blog.jweinheimer.net/2017/02/re-bibframe-failure-2.html

IFLA Blog — eg Building new libraries and redesigning existing libraries
Jakob Guillois Laerkes
http://blogs.ifla.org/public-libraries/2016/03/14/building-new-libraries-andredesigning-existing-libraries/
Rare books and fine printing from the Alexander Turnbull Library
https://turnbullrarebooks.tumblr.com/
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Workshops and courses
Te Puna National Forum




Monday 01 May – Christchurch
Wednesday 03 May – Wellington
Friday 05 May – Auckland

An opportunity to get together, discuss the current service, hear from National Library
and OCLC staff, and for librarians to have a chance to input into Te Puna Services as a
whole.
Email donna.williams@dia.govt.nz to reserve your space – there is no charge to
attend.
Introduction to Koha Library Management System sessions, for those interested in
developments, or considering a move to Koha:
Wellington, Tuesday 28 March 2017
https://www.catalyst.net.nz/training/course/introduction-koha-wellington
Christchurch, 29 June 2017
https://www.catalyst.net.nz/training/course/introduction-koha-christchurch
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Library Juice Academy
Generally month-long courses on a wide variety of library-related subjects, including
cataloguing/bibliographic and technical/systems topics.
Introduction to Cataloging
http://libraryjuiceacademy.com/005-intro-cataloging.php
Beyond the Basics: Cataloging DVDs, Blu-ray discs, and Streaming Videos
See CatSIG news for sponsorship opportunity for this course!
http://libraryjuiceacademy.com/135-AV-formats.php
Business and Professional Writing for Librarians
http://libraryjuiceacademy.com/138-professional-writing.php

Lyrasis
Generally live online webinars on (during March-April) technical and digitization topics.
https://www.lyrasis.org/Pages/Events.aspx?type=events&val=show

——————————————-
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